
 

4MinuteFilm Challenge    Tips and Guidance sheet 

Your brief is to make a film or animation about a publicly owned sculpture in your 
region that other young people will want to watch.  It should give the audience some 
information about the sculpture and a clear idea of what you think about it.

Taking your time with planning and developing your story will help you create a stronger 
film. The film must be no longer than 4 minutes and must not use any copyrighted images 
or music.

How to make a short film or animation in ten steps:

1. Choose a sculpture near you. This can be a public sculpture outside or in a local 
museum or art gallery. 

2. Do some research about the chosen sculpture, the artist and how it came to be where 
it is and think about how you are going to use that information in your film or animation.

3. Check with us if you are unsure the sculpture is publicly owned. 
4. Decide whether you are going to make a film or an animation or a combination of both.  
5. See what equipment you have available and what software you might use. 
6. Write a script or make a storyboard.
7. Get started making your film or animation.
8. Edit your film and add a soundtrack or copyright free music.
9. Add your credits.  You might want to thank anyone who has helped you make the film.
10.Send your finished film to us so that you can have a chance of receiving the £100 

bursary for your region. 

Top tips

1. If you are going to appear in the film then talking straight into the camera means you 
are talking directly to the audience.  This works well with young audiences. 

2. Do a bit of test filming to see if your equipment and particularly the sound are working 
well. 

3. A common fault is to not get enough shots of the sculpture itself.  You can never have 
too many. 

4. If you cannot find copyright free images then just draw your own version.   
5. If you cannot find copyright free music then make your own or send it to us without 

music and we will add some for you.  

We are here to help.  If anything is a concern, or you want more advice, then just email 
info@culturestreet.org.uk
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